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1. Proposed US reply to Soviet protest-~The Departinent of State
has transmitted to the UK and French Foreign Cffices a pro- -
posed answer to the Soviet note of protest against the forth-
coming tripartite talks on Germany. The proposed US note
will point out that there is no provision in the Potsdam agree- ,
ment which would prevent any of the four powers from dis-
cussing among themselves questions of common concern. The
note will also point out that Soviet failure to observe the
nrinciple of economic unity in Germany provided for in the
otsdam agreement has forced the other tarce powers to con-
sult among thewselves concerning the economic deterioration :
in Germany which threatens recovery in all of Furcpe. SERRE 1
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: 3. BELGIUM: Communists binrued for Beleian striie siteation- -

{ 138 Charge Millaxd revorts {ror Brussels that the chiet of Lie
Belgian Labor Ministry believes that: (2) the current Delgian
strike wave s directed from outside the country: (b) althouzh
the strikes were originally plamned to colneide with steilkes
timed for late February in other countries, the recent small-scale
Socialist miners’strike was seized by the Communists as a
favorable opnortunity; and () a general strike had been sched-
uled for 17 February but “‘the average worker is aware of Com-
munist political aims and refused to participate.”’ Millavd re-
ports that the Embassy does not discount the possibility of
further Communist mancuvers but belleves that Communist
strength has been considerably weakened by the onen political
warfare.
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ITALY: US Etateme nt n 1 ﬁm cosq%s gi zxtedm»rv ]
Ambassador Dunn recoral encs (he cosaideration ‘
ment of US wnlicy favoring teraporary adm: mistration h '
italy of colonies fo;;nei‘ly ap-Jer Talée control. Dunn be-
lleves that in order to cowerad: the affect on tie for tjcom-~
ing Malian elections of the rucent Soviet announcement con-
ceming the colonies, the U3 state mers: phould be no les3

able to the Etul“aqg’ than the pesition olready tal 1l by
tlze U‘%SP and hy Frar Mran farther sugpests that sMb
a statement shcmlu .J.E;: ¢ty the 1S viow that “Trisste 3hculd
have been Htalian'' znd phould incluie a reference to 7
supnort for Talian entry frti: the UN, 1

FRANCE: French rive ajm ‘nst miléant foreign Compjunists -
Ambazeador Caftery %%woz 'ﬂ%mﬁ Fiench ﬁm I;v '
Interior is conduectisg an . energetic drive to eliminate Hoviet,
Yugoslav, Halian, nnd Poligh Conmunist groups in Froiee
because of the poss ~)111Ly o another Communist offers
the coming months, Caffery has alse been irformed i
similar acticn against $panish Communist groups in' #fance
is contemplated in the vem rear fulure. |

(CIA Comient:; The Increastigly enexp: ¢ aat] -
Communist stand of ti:g Schitmar. Govarament wi bq er
its prestige intermu nd pr oportionatsﬂy deox-mase the arpeall
of De Gaulle as the sd*fifor af France.™’)

j FAR RAST
KOREA:'

B, J5e %‘gm%[gg-»z&ccord té US
Political Adviser me on, ,‘en ral Hodge expressed af a
16 February press conferenie the foliowing views: (3) [The US
has strictly adhered to fthe Kosqaw degision on Koret ; [b) the
USSR has simultansously privared tg violate that ages
and (¢) evidence of such preparations is provided by th
announced establishme it of & “‘Poople’s Army of Korad ** and
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